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CASA of Los Angeles’ mission is to 
improve the lives of children in the 
dependency court system through trained, 
dedicated, and effective volunteer advocates 
who are professionally supported by 
experienced staff.

Our mission

That one day, every child in 
the Los Angeles Juvenile Dependency 
Court system has a CASA volunteer. 

Our vision

Who will stand up for me?
This is the child’s silent question CASA volunteers seek to answer. With 25,000 children in 
the Dependency Court system, children often get lost in the overburdened social service and 
legal systems of Los Angeles County. Each CASA volunteer is appointed by a Dependency 
Court Judge to assist one or more children by assessing the life circumstances of children 
who have been removed from their birth homes because they have been abused, neglected 
or abandoned. These volunteers visit each child, speak with all people involved with the 
child’s case (social workers, therapists, teachers, foster parents, relatives, attorneys, doctors, 
etc.) and make recommendations to the court regarding decisions that are in the best interest 
of the child. These decisions influence the children’s future – where they will live, who will be 
allowed to visit and under what circumstances, and what medical or educational assessments 
or treatments will be provided. By law, these reports must be reviewed by the court. Judges 
have come to rely on the accurate and individualized information related through a CASA 
volunteer’s court reports and testimony at the time of hearing. CASA volunteers can help 
shape a positive future for kids so they can grow and develop to their full potential.
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Today,         more than half a 
million children in the United States 
are in foster care, placed there 
by public authorities because they 
could not live safely with their own 
families. The majority will remain 
in foster care for more than three 
years and live in at least three 
different homes. Some will stay 

much longer and be placed in seven or more homes. Foster care is vital 
to protecting seriously abused and neglected children. But too many 
children languish for years in foster care, moving from one temporary 
home to another. 

Appointed by a court, CASA volunteers work diligently to determine 
what is in the best interest of the child and then to ensure that positive 
outcomes are achieved. The volunteer stays with each case until the child 
is placed in a safe, permanent home. 

Since 1978, CASA of Los Angeles has been serving in Los Angeles 
County, which has the highest population of foster children in the nation 
– currently 25,000 children are in the Dependency Court System in 
Los Angeles County. From our small start, with a handful of dedicated 
volunteers serving only a few foster children, we have grown and 
expanded both our size and services. In 2009, 361 CASA volunteers 
in Los Angeles County were assigned to 569 children aged birth to 
21-years old. 

But that’s not enough and we won’t – can’t! – stop there. Beginning this 
year, we are launching exciting new plans aimed (1) to substantially 
increase the number of children we serve; (2) to enhance the quality, 
training and support we provide to our front-line CASA volunteers; and 
(3) to aggressively recruit new volunteers. 

As we analyzed our mission and program over the past year, we came 
to understand that in order to serve substantially more children, we 

must become a much more volunteer-powered organization, utilizing in 
many new and expanded ways the talents, skills, and dedication of our 
wonderful volunteer corps. This is the most cost-effective way for us to 
expand. Our staff and board have developed and approved a plan to 
make that happen. 

The second part of our plan is to enhance the training and support we 
provide to our front-line volunteers. We are creating “specialized advocacy 
units” to focus our efforts and training so as to provide real expertise and 
knowledge to our staff and volunteers in the following areas: 

Education
Physical and Mental Health
Zero-to-Three aged children
Transition-aged youth
Antelope Valley youth

The central goal of each specialization unit is to cost-effectively bridge 
the gaps in the system and in the community that prevent children from 
accessing services critical to their stability and well-being. 

I’m very proud to present this 2009 Annual Report for CASA of Los 
Angeles. We have accomplished many things this year, as you’ll see 
in these pages. For all these accomplishments I want to extend a big 
“Thank-you!” to our volunteers, staff, donors and countless other 
supporters who have given of their talents, skills, resources and 
dedication to help CASA of Los Angeles fulfill its mission. 

Patricia  Trendacosta
Patricia Trendacosta 
President, Board of Directors
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Getting to 
Know Ted 
By Rosalie Cauley
CASA Volunteer since 2001

I accepted fourteen-year-old Ted’s 
case in August 2007, when he had 
just been placed in a foster home 
after being removed from the home 
of his legal guardian due to physical 
abuse. I was appointed by the Court 
to gather information about Ted’s 
academic difficulties and about 
possible injury he may have suffered 
at his new placement. Understandably 
apprehensive of this new person in his 
life, Ted was not very communicative 
with me for the first nine months I knew 
him. He mostly gave one or two word 
responses to my questions. 

But I persisted. 

As county social workers sought to 
find Ted’s family of origin, the picture 

slowly began to change.  Some of his 
distant relatives had lost track of Ted 
but now wanted to be involved in his 
life. When I informed Ted about this, 
he remembered them and said that he 
too wanted to reconnect. As quickly as 
I could I contacted the family to clarify 
their intentions and worked with the 
Court and county workers to get Ted 
placed with them. 

After many months of working to 
build trust with Ted, he finally began 
speaking a little more with me about 
his past but he was still guarded. 
Finally, one day over lunch Ted let 
down his guard and we spent two 
hours in wonderful conversation 
together. Now we can talk about 
school, his future plans, and his 
thoughts about family. 

It has been my privilege and honor to 
meet Ted and to work on his behalf in 
the community and in court. 

Our Stories

“If it weren’t for my CASA, I would 
probably have dropped out of high 

school, but she was there to encourage 
me to think about my future.” 

- Former CASA child, now age 20
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“Being a CASA is by far 

the most important work 

I’ve ever done. It has some 

of the most heartbreaking 

moments and also some 

of the most rewarding and 

satisfying moments.” 

Program Statistics for 2009

 361   CASA volunteers in Los Angeles County

569  children received ongoing individual advocacy

1,777 children were comforted prior to their first court 
appearance and given an orientation about courts 
and the dependency system

5,142 children were accompanied to their follow-up 
court appearances

Who are CASA volunteers?
 83% are women

 62% are white, 13% African-American, 10% Hispanic

 44% are over age 60, 18% are younger than age 40

 56% are employed, 29% retired

Foster Children who receive ongoing advocacy are: 
 39% African-American, 29% Hispanic, 19% white

 60% age 6-15, 26% over age 15, 14% under age 6

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN DEPENDENCY 
COURT SYSTEM IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY:  25,000.
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In Need of a Voice
By Judith Sweet
CASA Volunteer since 2002

My life journey took a surprising and very rewarding turn 
when I volunteered to be a CASA – a Court Appointed 
Special Advocate for children in foster care. Because 
of abuse and neglect these children are removed from 
their homes and are often placed with strangers. They 
have done nothing wrong, but at a very young age 
find themselves in a bewildering system with courts and 
government agencies deciding their fate – including with 
whom they will live, where they will go to school, if and 
when they will be able to visit family, and many other 
decisions that parents normally make. These children 
desperately need a voice. They need to be heard. They 
need to be respected. 

CASA volunteers are voices for the children’s needs 
and are the dedicated eyes and ears for Dependency 
Court judges. My recommendations for the children, 

made directly to the judge, are respected because I 
am knowledgeable about the children’s history, family 
dynamics, and current situation.

As a CASA I am currently working one-on-one with two 
truly wonderful boys. It is so important that these boys 
realize their self-worth, grow in self-confidence, and have 
a good education. These skills will provide them the tools 
for a future of freedom and independence. There are 
so many critical needs and issues being juggled by their 
social worker, attorneys, and caregivers that education 
and their inner strength and spirit sometimes are not in 
the forefront. As their CASA, I can take the time to listen 
to their fears, hopes and dreams, and provide positive 
support. 

These beautiful children, so full of potential, have 
rewarded me in more ways than I could ever count. 
My work with them has made me realize how much we 
sometimes take for granted and how easy it is not to see 
the needs of these vulnerable children.

Our Stories
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One of the areas in which a CASA 
Volunteer is most helpful to a judge  
is adoption. 

Every child is entitled to grow up in a 
healthy, safe, loving and permanent 
home, and one way to ensure this is 
through adoption. In Los Angeles, we 
have completed 25,000 adoptions for 
children from our foster care system 
since 1998.  

Over the years, I have seen CASA 
Volunteers impact adoptions in five  
key areas:

They review case files thoroughly. Taking 
the time and effort to review court files 
as thoroughly as possible helps judges 
ensure the best possible outcome for  
the child.

They get to know everyone involved in 
the child’s life. When you know everyone 
who touches the life of the child it often 
opens doors to adoption.

They improve a child’s stability. By 
advocating for the child a CASA 
Volunteer builds their trust and over time, 

that child might be amenable to services 
such as counseling. These services will 
not only help the child’s well-being but 
may also help the child’s emotional 
state, rendering a child considered 
“unadoptable” into someone a family 
would welcome into their home.

They help obtain missing documents. 
Because CASA Volunteers have small 
caseloads they are able to navigate the 
maze of paperwork that often holds up 
adoption proceedings. CASA volunteers 
help fill in the gaps in a system fraught 
with cracks.

They serve as an extra set of eyes. A 
CASA volunteer is a huge asset on a 
case as they add an extra set of eyes 
and ears observing how a child is doing 
and reporting that to the court. They 
continually provide feedback and serve 
in enabling the best possible placement 
for the child.

The above is adapted from an article by the Hon. 
Michael Nash of the Los Angeles Superior Court 
Juvenile Division, written for CASA’s national 
magazine, The Connection (Winter 2010). Reprinted 
with permission.

The Value of CASA Volunteers – 
One Judge’s Perspective

“I’ll never be able to express the 
overwhelming significance you’ve had on 
my life. Thank you! Take care and pray 
for us.” - Letter from a former CASA 
child informing his CASA that he had 

named his first daughter after her
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Communicating Patience
By Judy Weinstein
CASA Volunteer since 1994

At age seven Susie was one of the lucky foster children 
whose foster mother wanted to adopt her, and Susie 
in turn wanted to be adopted. The biological mother, 
however, vacillated between accepting the adoption 
plan and wanting to challenge it, and one of the 
mother’s relatives in another state came forward also 
requesting that Susie live with her. After several months 
of delay and legal limbo, the Court and Susie’s attorney 
requested that I serve as Susie’s CASA to investigate and 
report to the Court what was in Susie’s best interest.

I visited the relatives and presented my information to 
the Court, recommending that Susie be adopted by her 

foster mother. The Court accepted my findings and my 
recommendation but further delays ensued for various 
reasons, which caused Susie to become frustrated 
about the entire process. I worked hard to communicate 
with Susie about the delays and to comfort her in her 
frustration and impatience. I understood and shared 
her desire to move forward with her life and become 
permanently placed in a home. 

After several months of delay, Susie was finally adopted. 
I still maintain contact with Susie – celebrating her last 
eight birthdays with her and attending her middle 
school graduation. 

I have been honored to have had this young girl in 
my life. 

Our Stories
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Glamour Gowns 2009
CASA of Los Angeles hosted its eighth annual Glamour 
Gowns event on March 28, 2009, handing out dresses, 
shoes, purses, and jewelry to more than 500 young 
women in foster care as they prepared for that special 
high school prom or party. It was a day of special 
fashion pampering for these young ladies – for many a 
first experience in this kind of event. 

And for all volunteers who assisted them, it was an 
unforgettable, joyful time. We extend a special thank-you 
to those volunteers, and to local organizations such as 
Share, Inc., Chinese Laundry, and David’s Bridal for  
their generous support of the Glamour  
Gowns program.

From L to R: CASAs and Board Members Bruce Herron, Joanne 
Solov, Board Member Pat Trendacosta, Marketing/PR for Chinese 
Laundry Sally Gonzales, Liz Benavidez for David’s Bridal, 
Councilwoman Jan Perry and Board Member Sue Marshall

Awards and Honors
CASA of Los Angeles is pleased to report that on May 1, 
2009, our organization was awarded the Quinton James 
Award for “Making a Difference” by the Los Angeles Child 
Guidance Clinic. A beautiful crystal and marble sculpture was 
presented to CASA of Los Angeles and is on display in the 
entry of our Monterey Park office.

We also are proud of the following CASA volunteers and staff 
who were honored in 2009:

CASA volunteer Delores Judge was named Volunteer of 
the Year at CASA’s 2009 Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon.

In May 2009, CASA Director of Volunteer Recruitment and 
Training Sue Thompson was proclaimed a “Foster Care 
Hero” by the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors as 
part of National Foster Care Awareness Month. 

CASA volunteer and board member Cathy Cobb received 
the Ignatian Award from Santa Clara University for 
demonstrating “competence, conscience, and compassion ... 
through outstanding achievement in service to humanity.” 

CASA volunteers Susan & Jonathon Brandler received the 
Anita & Stanley Hirsh Award for Outstanding Community 
Leadership from Jewish Family Services.

CASA volunteer Shizuko Akasaki was recognized by the 
Association of California School Administrators (ACSA) and 
awarded the regional Robert E. Kelly Award, presented 
to educators/administrators who have exhibited excellence in 
education after they have retired.

The 
Event!
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“Helping the children in our foster 

care system has been the most 

rewarding thing I have ever done.”

Financial Data
(Fiscal year ending June 30, 2009)

ASSETS: $383,647

LIABILITIES: $25,666

FUNDING:

 Foundations $313,068  
 Government 190,825 
 Individuals 201,494 
 Donated Services    95,455  
 Corporations   82,122 
 Interest & Other     2,626

TOTAL FUNDING: $877,944

EXPENSES: 

 Salaries & Benefits $698,047 
 Professional Services 152,049 
 Support to Children 72,154 
 Rent & Storage 31,550 
 Insurance  16,088 
 Training, Travel &  
 Volunteer Recognition   14,914 
 Office Supplies & Phone 10,344 
 All Other Expenses 10,403

TOTAL EXPENSES: $1,005,549

Source: Independent audit report prepared by accounting firm of  
Clumeck, Stern, Schenkleber & Getzoff, dated November 2, 2009. 

CASA of Los Angeles is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization formed  
in 1983 as “Friends of Child Advocates.”
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FOUNDATIONS:

The Rose Hills Foundation
Forest Lawn Foundation
Share, Inc.
Atlas Family Foundation
The Mark Hughes Foundation
Ziering Family Foundation
Thomas & Dorothy Leavey   
 Foundation
The Dillon Henry Foundation
J.B. & Emily Van Nuys Charities
John Burton Foundation
RGK Foundation
Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation
John Gogian Family Foundation
Catto Charitable Foundation
Danny DeVito & Rhea Perlman  
 Family Foundation
Samuel & Helene Soref Foundation
Samuel Goldberg & Sons Foundation
Schwab Charitable Foundation
Cynthia & William Simon Jr.  
 Foundation 
The Elizabeth Foundation
Vanguard Charitable  
 Endowment Program
The Getty Museum
United Way of Los Angeles
Cliff Fridkis Family Trust
Edward Raphael Foundation
WellPoint Foundation
America’s Charities
Capital Area United Way, Michigan

BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS:

Nordstrom Stores
Kaiser Permanente
Brentwood Presbyterian Church
Universal City Studios
Watson Land Company
Kappa Alpha Theta, UCLA
Frandzel Robin Bloom & Csato
Antelope Valley Legal  
 Secretaries Association
Delta Sigma Delta
Held Properties
ECHO
DJ Giles Jewelry

Kappa Alpha Theta, 
 La Canada Flintridge Chapter
Kappa AlphaTheta, Alumni Chapter
The Blanco Law Firm
Employee Community 
 Fund of Boeing Company
T.A. Greene Company, Inc.
Beta Sigma Chapter of  
 Tau Kappa Epsilon
Gamma Beta Chapter, UCLA
Kappa Delta,  
 Alpha Iota Chapter
LACCEA
Pi Kappa Alpha, UCLA
McLaughlin Law Group
Page Jenkins Financial Services, Inc.
Department of Surgery,  
 Olive View Medical Center
Dena Cali, Inc.
Smart Set Coiffures
The LJ Group
Supervalu, Inc.
Jackson National Life  
 Insurance Company
Goodsearch
Chinese Laundry
Delta Sigma Theta
Innovative Computing Systems
Kappa Alpha Theta, USC
Kappa Kappa Gamma, CSUN
Pokatot Cakes
Sotheby’s International Realty
David’s Bridal

FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS:

Ronald Adachi
Tanis Alexander
Marla Almazan
James Anderson
Michael Antonovich
Joan M. Arias
Barbara Arlow
Rebecca Armacost
Gregory J. Armer
Trudy Armer
James Armstrong
Thomas S. Arthur
Angela K. Arthur
Judge Jo An Arzu
Donald Ashley

James Atkinson
Wiliam Austin
Charles Azen
Mary Azizian
Aline Bakewell
Stephanie Barbanell
Janice Barcus
Giorgio Basso
Lois M. Bauer
Susannah Baxendale
Betsy Bazdarich
Kiki Bean
Daniel Becker
Judith Beckmen
Adar Belinkoff
Tere Benet
John Benfield
Bruce and Renne Bilson
Jessica Bixby
Sharon Blackman
Merritt Blake
Marilyn Bloom
Steve Bloom
Ronald Bloom
Roberta Bloom
Gitte Bloom
Robert and Joan Bowdoin
Kenneth Bowman
David Braverman 
Karen Braverman-Freeman
Melvin and Sandra Breuer
David Brick
Raquel Brigham-Brown
Michael Brown
Diane I.  Brown
Rose-Marie Browning
Sharon Browning
Bruce Clemens and Brandi Roth
Marilyn Brunder
Barbara Bruner
Marcia Buck
Marjorie D. Buckland
Eleanor Burgess
Monica R. Byrnes
Amy Call
Jerry and Myrna Cannon
Carol Capua
Kris Carnahan
Carol Marlowe and Kenneth Stringer
Gail Carp
Diane Carroll

Thank you
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Grace Cashion
Patrick Cauley
Richard Chamberlain
Cynthia Chapman
Harriet Z. Chase
Jean Chubb
Diana S. Clark 
Hillary Clark
William Allen Clark
Keri Close 
Cathleen Cobb
Lee A. Collver-Richards
Marlene Cooper
Irene Cordoba
Dana Corvin
Scott Corvin
Suzanne Crisp
Jennifer Crossett
Stephanie Crow
Areta Crowell
Keys Curry
Dorothy S. Curtis
Mary Curtius
Primo and Ellison Custodio
Stuart and Sharon Dalton
Martin N. Daniel
Carole C. Darin
Marion Darling
David Dassey
Bonnie R. Daugherty
Adam E. Davalos
Kathleen Davidson
J. Davis
Jerry and Katie Davis
Socorro Davis
Socorro M. Davis
Len Davis
John L. Dawson
S. and Ann De Francesco
John and Elizabeth Delahaye
Peter Delgatto
Andrea Dembrowsky
Beatrice DeSilva
Gloria R. Determan
Daniel Deugarte
David Dietch
Jamie DiFiori
Margaritte Digges
Chrystyl Dimler
Linda Dintzer
Jack and Emily Disney

Peter and Jacquie Dolan
Jeffrey Dollinger
Deborah Dominguez
John O., Jr. Donovan
Laurie Drake
Allen Drapkin
James Dunn
Lois Durham
Daniel Dunn 
Rebekah Dvoren
Richard and Gretchen Earnest
Gerri Edson
Nancy Elbaum
Patricia Eldredge
Leah Ellenberg
Sharon R.  Ellingsen
Avis and Anna Ellison
Ernestine Elster
Bebe Emerman
Linda Endicott
Jamie Engelman
Rosemary Enzer
Judith Epley
Phyllis Erbsen
Chris and Jeanne Feybush
Paul Figueiredo
Nicole Fischer
Margaret Fonkalsrud
Jane Foster 
Jorja Fox
Stephen M. Fox
Emile Fox
Enid M. Frandzel
Miriam Frankel
Barbara Fredell
Betty Freitag
Myrna Friedman
Donna Gale
Jeremy Gallaher
Dorothy Gansel
Rose Gant
Kathleen Gardner
Gloria Garfinkel
Pauline Garstka
Cleola Gavalas
Elaine Gaynor
Frances Geist
Claire Gerard
Suzanne V. Gero
Jane A. Godfrey
Camille Gomez

Felina Gomez
Hortensia Gomez
Heidi Gordon
Annette Green
Dianah Greenlees
Michelle D. Gregory
Holly Gregory
Lenore Gronich
Todd R. Haas
Robert and Diana Halderman
Michelle Hall
Dale Halperin
Susan Hamilton
Alice and Ira Handelman
Lisa Harryman 
Elaine Harwell
Jane Haugh
Marc and Janine Hawlitzeck
Paul Hefti
Marsha Heller
Judge Margaret Henry
Bruce Herron
Bill Highway
Julie Himot
Brian Hines
Jason Hirschman
Laurie Holz
Thomas Hoppe
Laurie Hopps
Alice Horevitz
Lincoln Horton
Ginny Houston
Penny Hunkins
Stanley Iezman
Aaron Israel
Kensaku and Suzuka Ito
Jan Perry, Los Angeles City Councilwoman
Jean Anne Jarosz
Lynne Jennings
Rich Jessup
Patrice Jewson
Toni Cavanagh Johnson
Michelle Joyner
Judith Sweet and Eugene Friedlander
Harry Kachadorian
Marcell Kading
Nelly Kahn
Ron Kaiser 
Mark and Tobey Kaplan
Shahada Abdul Karim
Marvin Karno

William and Sue Keane
Judy Kearns
D. Reed Kelley
Michael Kendall
Dori Kenneally
Lada Khorramian
Julie Kim
Richard Kipper
Ross Klein
Michael and Anita Kline
Ellen Klugman
Wendy Knittle
Susan Knowlton
Heather Kohout
Barbara Kokkinakis
Wendy Koro
Robert Kosof
Lori Kozak
Maureen Kravitz
Kroger Stores
Drew Lafountaine
Anthony J.  Landler
Muriel Lang
Frances Larner
David Larson
Joanne Larson
Dorothy Larson
Mary Latimore
Fook-Keong Law
Roger Lee
Judy Lera
J. Sierra Lewis
Karen A. Lichtenberg
Shawn Lilly
Ramona Lira 
Terri Livingston
Deborah Lorber
Susan Lord
Bruce Lowry
Edwin Lowry
Marilyn Hortense Mackel
Marge Colyear MacLaughlin
Sara Maclin
Lawrence Maltz
Eve Marcus
Kathleen M. Marriot
Sue Marshall
Michael Martin
Honorable Marilyn Kading Martinez
Linda Martinez
Maribel Martinez
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Thomas & Julie McCarty
Sasha McChikoof
Dorcas McCown
Anne McCoy
Tanya McCuir
Delford McGee
Jude McGee
Robert McGuire
James B. McKenna
Carol Mendelsohn
Irene Mendo
Marian Merrill
Raylene Meyer
Alvin Michaelson
Ruth Mickelopoulos
Janice McCoy Miller
Barbara Miller
Mark Miller
Dale Miller
Stephanie Mire
Kenneth Moeller
Mary Ellen Mohler
Marylu Montgomery
Marilyn Mordetzky
Nicole Stephanie Mork
David and Marybeth Muir
Joan Mull
Georgette Murakami
Roberta Clinton Murry
Bengt and Linda Muthen
Melville Nahin
Pamela Najar
Thomas Napier
Herb Neuman
Candace Ng
Suong Nguyen
Nelly A. Nigro
Genaro and Evelyn Nuno
T.R. O’Connor
Ronald and Sandra Oest
Pamela Offsay
Taylor Orci
Ana Orejel
Jeffrey Osaka
Anne Pajaud
Lisa Palmer
Michael Pappas
Theodore Pappas
Angela Peavy
Anne W. Pederzani
John and Judith Peetz

Carolyn E.S. Perez
Norma Petterson
Nita Polansky
Ilah Porterfield
Miriam Pulitzer
Craig and Carol Pursuit
Jermy Ragent
Jasmin Ramos
Gary A. Randall
Herbert and Susan Rankins
Michael and Marlene Rapkin
Julie Rappaport
James Rea
Annabelle Rea
Sue Redman
Dan Rice
Ronald Rice
Richard D. Hughes and Carol Melton
Lee Richards
Roger and Frances Ridlehoover
William Ridlehoover
Ronald Ripley
John R. Risch
Pamela Roberts
James R. Robie
Lois Rosen
Arthur Rosen
Glenn Rosen
Betty Rosenstein
Rita Rothman
Stanford and Adrienne Rubin
Sandra Rudnick
Taryn and Michael Rudow
Norma Russel
Marilyn Russell
Vincenzina Russell
Jeanette Ruzic
Laura Anne Saade
Jean Sabourin
Jerri and Marshal Safron
Rita Sahlein
Laurie Sale
Samuel and June Sale 
David Sampliner
Gary Sampliner
Frances A. Saurenmann
Shirley Sauvageau
Steven Schmidt
Penny Schopflin
Mary Schuler
John Scott

Kathrin Segal
Patricia Seidenbaum
Narendra Shankar
Mary Anne Shaw
Al Sheahen
Mary Shearin
Lari I.  Sheehan
Barry and Diane Shelton
Judith E. Sherman
Brian Shaw
Dr. Anthony Shaw 
Steven Shaw
Steven Shew
Loren Singer
Carol K. Smith
James and Marci Smith
Sherri Sobel
Joanne Solov
Dissanayake Somawathie
Ronald Sparks
Courtney Spikes
Julie Spira
James Spotts
Margaret St. John
Jennifer Parker Stanto
Natasha Starner
Nina Stern
Chris Stewart
Ann Stewart
Karen Stuart
Trish Summerville
Debbie Sutz
James Swanson
Kathleen Tabakman
Alma Tarriba
Anne R. Taylor
John Taylor
Dr. Paul and Theresa Terry
Ivan and Jana Tether
Sue Thompson
Kelly Timmons
Karen Torres
Patricia Trendacosta
Anthony Trendacosta
Joann Troescher
Elizabeth Tuccillo
David Turner
Carilyn Vaile
Mary Linda Vandevelde
Robert Vetica
Gloria Waldinger 

Ralph Walter
Karen Weathers
Linda Weber
Michael Weinraub
Diane Weinstein
Sheila Whalen
Lucette White
Matthew White 
Alison Wilcox
Karen Wilcoxen
Robin Williams
Angela Williams
Karen B. Williams
Sheila Wilson
Denise L. Wise
Howard Wollman
Maxine Wollman
David Wood
Veronica Wyckaert
Honorable David P. Yaffe
Misty Yap
Barbara Yarovslavsky
William and Patricia Young
E. Goldsmith Zaillian
D. Zeke Zeidler
Irene Zibecchi
Dennis Zine

GLAMOUR GOWN CONTRIBUTORS:

Michael Antonovich
Jude McGee
Mark and Tobey Kaplan
Emile Fox
Laurie Drake
Linda Dintzer
Kappa Kappa Gamma, CSUN
Mary Shearin
Chinese Laundry
David’s Bridal
Sotheby’s International Realty
Irene Zibecchi
Rita Sahlein
Lisa Palmer
Muriel Lang
Michelle Hall
Diane Carroll
Karen Torres
Mary Latimore
Trish Summerville
Brentwood Presbyterian Church
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Kappa Alpha Theta, USC Chapter
Courtney Spikes
Candace Ng
Pamela Najar
Julie Kim
Michelle Joyner
Holly Gregory
Suzanne Crisp
Keri Close 
Amy Call
Sharon Browning
Tanis Alexander
Dennis Zine
Misty Yap
Carilyn Vaile
Joann Troescher
Mary Schuler

Jan Perry, Los Angeles 
 City Councilwoman
Anne Pajaud
Suong Nguyen
Sasha McChikoof
Karen Braverman-Freeman
Nicole Fischer
Rebekah Dvoren
Peter Delgatto
Tanya McCuir
Len Davis
Marylu Montgomery
Marc and Janine Hawlitzeck
Dena Cali, Inc.
T.A. Greene Company, Inc.
DJ Giles Jewelry
Gerri Edson

J. Sierra Lewis
Judy Lera
Lynne Jennings
Joanne Solov
Jennifer Parker Stanto
Natasha Starner
Kiki Bean
Karen Braverman-Freeman
Lada Khorramian
Barry and Diane Shelton
Nicole Stephanie Mork
Karen Weathers
Shahada Abdul Karim
Angela Williams
Beatrice DeSilva

“Being a CASA Volunteer 

has made me grateful 

for my blessings in life 

and has renewed my 

passion to give back.”  

CASA of Los Angeles gratefully 
acknowledges the support and expertise of 
its state and national organizations: 
CALIFORNIA CASA supports foster youth and volunteers in the state by strengthening, 
sustaining, and growing the California CASA network. In addition to technical assistance 
provided to local staff and volunteers, California CASA’s work in promoting child welfare 
legislation creates positive change on a state-wide level. California CASA aims to bring 
the CASA perspective to lawmakers and policy analysts. For more about California 
CASA, see www.californiacasa.org.

NATIONAL CASA ASSOCIATION is a network of over 1,000 local community 
program offices like CASA of Los Angeles. National CASA provides critical leadership, 
support and training so that each of these programs can provide quality advocacy and 
lead the continued growth of the CASA network. National CASA also works to raise 
public awareness of foster children and the role of CASA volunteers through national 
media advertising and other programs. And finally, National CASA supports its network 
of community program offices through resource development efforts and direct grants. 
To learn more about National CASA, see www.casaforchildren.org.
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IN MEMORY
CASA volunteer Aaron Ruben, a gifted comedy writer, television producer and 
director, most notably for “The Andy Griffith Show,” devoted much of his later 
life to serving foster children. Aaron served as a CASA Volunteer for many years 
and was named Volunteer of the Year in 1999. He and wife Maureen Ruben 
established the Aaron Ruben Scholarship Fund to provide support and assistance 
to foster children pursuing post-high school education. We honor and celebrate 
Aaron’s life and devotion to CASA of Los Angeles and to foster children in Los 
Angeles County.

A CASA volunteer since 1984, Iris Shaw served countless foster children, many 
with complex medical or psychological needs. As one of the first Children’s Court 
Assistants she provided care and comfort to newly detained foster children. Iris 
gave unstintingly of her time to CASA staff members and other volunteers to 
assess the advocacy needs and goals of children served. Iris was named CASA 
Volunteer of the Year in 1994 and was also chosen that year as the Los Angeles 
County Volunteer of the Year, the county’s most prestigious award for community 
service. We thank Iris for her years of service and devotion to our program. 

A CASA volunteer since 1992, Hal Brown served foster children in many ways. In 
1983 he joined forces with Jacquie Dolan to establish Friends of Child Advocates, 
which has grown into the organization we now call CASA of Los Angeles. Hal 
was a member of the Los Angeles County Commission for Children and Families, 
serving as Chair of its Emancipation Planning Task Force, which resulted in 
mandatory transition planning for youth leaving foster care. His wife Jerrie Brown 
has been a CASA volunteer since 1982. 

Board of Directors:
Patricia Trendacosta, President

Michael Bruce Herron, Incoming President, 2010
Ralph Walter, Treasurer
Joanne Solov, Secretary

Steven Bloom
Cathleen Cobb
Jacquie Dolan
Sue Marshall

James B. McKenna 
Michael Pappas

Roger Ridlehoover
John Sabourin

Aaron Ruben Iris Shaw Hal Brown

Ways to Support the 
Work of CASA of Los Angeles
Volunteer to be a CASA
Support our Outreach Efforts  
Donate Financially

Memorial/Tribute Gifts
Employer Matching Gifts
Planned Giving

Support Glamour Gowns 
Donate In-Kind Services and Supplies

Pro Bono professional services – medical, dental, legal
Books and toys for children’s birthdays
Items for auction
Items for Glamour Gowns event



Monterey Park
CASA of Los Angeles
Edmund D Edelman Children’s Court
201 Centre Plaza Drive, Suite 3
Monterey Park, CA 91754-2142
Phone: 323.526.6666

For more information about CASA volunteering 
in Los Angles e-mail volunteer@casala.org

Antelope Valley
CASA of Los Angeles
Alfred J. McCourtney Juvenile Justice Center
1040 West Avenue J Room 1130
Lancaster, CA 93534-3329
Phone: 661.945.6483

For more information about CASA  
volunteering in the Antelope Valley e-mail 
volunteerAV@casala.org


