
NEW STIMULUS MONEY IS AVAILABLE
for Current and Former Foster, Dual Status, Title IV-E Tribe,  

and Out-of-Home Placement Probation Youth in California! 

AGES 18 THROUGH 20? 
See questions 9-14 for 

application instructions.

AGES 21 THROUGH 26? 
Apply online at  

chafeecard.dss.ca.gov 
or use this QR code.

Check out the questions and answers that follow to learn how 
to apply and how much money you’ll receive ($600 or $1,500). 

IF YOU’RE ELIGIBLE AND SIGN UP BY SEPTEMBER 3, 2021  
ONCE VERIFIED, THE MONEY IS GUARANTEED!

ELIGIBLE YOUTH:
% were in care on their 18th birthday, 
% are ages 18 through 26 but not yet 27, and 
% are or were eligible for extended foster care.

?

http://chafeecard.dss.ca.gov
chafeecard.dss.ca.gov


CHAFEE CASH CARD 
Questions Answered

1. What is the new stimulus money available for 
current and former foster and probation youth? 

California has received federal funding to send a one-
time direct stimulus payment in the form of a pre-paid 
debit cash card to all eligible current and former foster, 
dual status, Title IV-E tribe, and out-of-home placement 
probation youth who fill out the Chafee Card Portal 
application by the September 3, 2021 deadline. Eligible 
youth can choose between either a physical cash card 
mailed to your address or a virtual cash card sent 
to your email. This is not just for students; it is for all 
current and former foster youth who are eligible. 

2. If eligible, how much money will I receive on 
my pre-paid cash card? 

You will receive $600 if you are age 18, 19, or 20 but not 
yet 21 when you apply and on the date your eligibility is 
verified by staff reviewing the applications. 

You will receive $1,500 if you are age 21 through 26, 
but not yet 27, when you apply and on the date your 
eligibility is verified by staff reviewing the applications. 
For 20-year-olds with birthdays between July 7, 2021 
and September 1, 2021, in order to receive the $1,500 
for 21-year-olds, be sure to apply on or after your 21st 
birthday, but before the September 3, 2021 deadline.

3. Am I Eligible for a Chafee Cash Card? 

If these three statements are true for you, then yes, you 
are eligible. There are no other eligibility requirements 
beyond what is stated below. 

% You currently live in the United States AND

% You are currently age 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 or 26 
AND

% You are currently in care OR are or were eligible for 
extended foster care AND you were in care on your 
18th birthday.

NOTE: If you are or were in the Kinship Guardianship 
Assistance Program (Kin-Gap) or Adoption Assistance 
Program (AAP) you do not qualify for this Chafee Cash 
Card but may be able to receive extended benefits 
through a different law.

4. I’m in an out-of-home placement but I don’t 
have a social worker, I have a probation officer. 
Am I eligible?

Yes, if you are or were on probation and had a court 
order for out-of-home placement on your 18th 
birthday, you are eligible, as long as you meet the age 
requirements stated in question 3.  

5. Do I have to be in school or working to receive 
these funds? 

No, you do not have to be in school or working to receive 
the Chafee Cash Card. The only eligibility requirements 
are those outlined in question 3. Note that students 
enrolled in college or career technical education may 
also be eligible for the $5,000 Chafee Education and 
Training Voucher, which has a different application (see 
question 23).

6. Do I have to file taxes to receive these funds?

No, you do not have to file taxes to receive the Chafee 
Cash Card. However, filing taxes can help you get 
money you are eligible for from the state and federal 
government. For example, the Golden State Stimulus is 
$600 available to any Californian who files taxes and 
earns less than $75,000. You can file by October 15, 
2021. A non-filer tool is available from the IRS for those 
who do not have to file taxes to receive federal stimulus 
and Child Tax Credit help. For more information, visit 
JBAY’s website. 

7. Can I still receive a cash card if I live out of 
state? 

Yes! You can get a pre-paid cash card if you were 
in foster care in California and meet the eligibility 
requirements in question 3.

8. What if I’m unsure if I’m eligible? 

You can still apply directly through the CDSS Chafee 
Card Portal.

You can contact the following services for help 
identifying if you are eligible:

% Email FYverify@dss.ca.gov and ask them if you are 
eligible, or 

% Call the California Foster Care Ombudsperson’s office 
at 1-877-846-1602, or 

% Email fosteryouthhelp@dss.ca.gov. 

ELIGIBILITY
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AGES 21 THROUGH 26?
Use this QR code or  
click here to apply. 

APPLICATION PROCESS

9. How do I apply if I’m currently age 18, 19, or 20 
years old and I’m in extended foster care? 

Contact your county social worker, probation officer,  
Title IV-E tribe, or ILP coordinator and ask them to sign 
you up for the Chafee Cash Card Stimulus Payment.

10. How do I apply if I’m 18, 19, or 20 years old and 
I’m NOT in extended foster care? 

Contact your former social worker, probation officer, 
attorney, Title IV-E tribe, CASA or ILP coordinator and ask 
them to sign you up for the Chafee Cash Card Stimulus 
Payment. If you do not have their contact information 
email FYverify@dss.ca.gov for help. 

11. How do I apply if I’m 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 or 26 
years old? 

Fill out the form on the Chafee Cash Card Portal and 
press submit.

12. What if I am 17 but I will be age 18 before the 
September 3, 2021 deadline? 

If your 18th birthday is before the September 3rd 
deadline, ask your social worker, probation officer or 
Title IV-E tribe to sign you up for the Chafee Cash 
Card Stimulus Payment on your 18th birthday or email 
FYverify@dss.ca.gov for help. Wait until your birthday to 
apply, but make sure to apply before the deadline. The 
portal will be closed September 4, 2021 and no additional 
applications will be accepted at that time. 

13. What if I will turn 27 before September 3, 2021, 
deadline?

Act fast! Fill out the form on the Chafee Cash Card Portal 
before you turn 27.

14. Who can I ask for help with the application? 

If you are 21 and older email FYverify@dss.ca.gov. If you 
are 18 through 20, contact your social worker, probation 
officer, Title IV-E tribe, or ILP coordinator. If you’ve 
tried contacting your county and still need help, email 
FYverify@dss.ca.gov. 

15. What if I DO NOT know my Social Security 
Number or DO NOT have a Social Security 
Number? 

Fill out the application with all zeros in the social security 
number field and email FYverify@dss.ca.gov to let them 
know you do not have or remember your Social Security 
Number. Current and former foster youth can contact 
their social worker or probation officer, dependency 
attorney or the California Foster Care Ombudsperson’s 
office at 1-877-846-1602 or fosteryouthhelp@dss.ca.gov 
for help with social security cards. 

16. What if I don’t remember my last social worker 
or probation officer’s name? 

Fill out the application with as much information as 
you remember or with the name of a social worker or 
probation officer you do remember. Anything without a 
red star next to the question on the portal is optional. 
Any inaccurate and incomplete information could impact 
efforts to verify your eligibility which may delay your 
funds. Submit your information to the best of your ability. 

17. Can I apply through Think of Us? 

Yes, you can apply at CheckforUs.org which is a national 
campaign serving current and former foster youth in 
many states, including California. Note that it takes less 
steps to apply directly through the Chafee Cash Card 
Portal. If you apply through Think of Us, it will be a multi-
step process because you will still have to contact your 
social worker or probation officer if you’re age 18 through 
20 or fill out the Chafee Cash Card Portal if you’re age 21 
through 26 to receive the pre-paid cash card as outlined 
in questions 9-13. 

18. What if I already signed up through Think of 
Us? 

If you already signed up through Think of Us, make sure 
to check your email to complete the next step, and to 
contact your social worker or probation officer if you’re 
age 18 through 20, or to fill out the Chafee Cash Card 
Portal if you’re age 21 through 26, as outlined in questions 
9-13.
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19. What happens after I apply? When will I 
receive my pre-paid cash card? 

Keep an eye on your email inbox and check your spam 
or junk folder just in case. You will receive a confirmation 
email. Your eligibility will be confirmed by the 
Department of Social Services staff so approval times 
may vary depending on the number of applications 
received. You may get a follow up phone call or email 
to confirm some information if there is any missing 
information. Once approved you will be notified by email 
and a card will be ordered for you. You may be asked 
additional questions, so make sure to check your email 
or phone for follow up requests. Virtual cards will arrive 
more quickly than physical cards. It may take a few 
weeks for a physical card to arrive in your mailbox.

20. What if I did not receive a confirmation email 
after I submitted my application? 

Check your email’s spam or junk folders for any email 
confirmation. As indicated above, your confirmation 
email may take longer to arrive depending on the 
volume of applications received. If there is no 
confirmation found, you can email FYverify@dss.ca.gov 
and ask them to confirm that your application was 
received. 

21. How long will it take for my prepaid cash card 
to arrive?

It will take between 4-6 weeks on average for the 
department to verify your eligibility, order the card, and 
for the card to be shipped to your address or emailed to 
your inbox. Check your email inbox, spam or junk folder 
to make sure you receive the communications. 

AFTER YOU APPLY

OTHER QUESTIONS

22. How is the new stimulus money on the 
Chafee Cash Card different from the application 
I filled out last year with Think of Us? 

The funding for Chafee Cash Cards is new federal 
money from the government for direct payments to 
current and former foster youth due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Everyone who applies and qualifies for the 
Chafee Cash Card will receive one; it is guaranteed. No 
one will be turned away unless they do not qualify under 
the eligibility requirements outlined in question 3. 

23. Is this Chafee stimulus money different than 
the Chafee Education and Training Voucher, also 
known as the Chafee Grant? 

Yes, this is different Chafee funding. This Chafee 
stimulus money is for current and former foster youth 
regardless of whether you are in school. The Chafee 
Education and Training Voucher is educational financial 
aid for current and former foster youth who are enrolled 
(or planning to enroll) in college or career technical 
education. If you are in college or career technical 
education or plan to enroll in the fall, you should know 

that the Chafee Education and Training Voucher has also 
received new funding. California will pay $5,000 to every 
eligible student enrolled in college or career technical 
and training education courses who fill out the Chafee 
Education & Training Grant Application by October 
2021. Download this fact sheet to learn more about the 
Chafee Grant and other ways to pay for college. 

24. What if I need additional financial assistance 
now? 

Learn how to sign up for other income benefits for young 
adults, such as tax credits, CalFresh, unemployment, 
health insurance, utility assistance, financial aid for 
school, rental assistance, and more here. Call 211 and 
talk to an operator about your needs. They can tell you 
about local services.

25. Where can I find official guidance on the 
Chafee Cash Card money from the California 
Department of Social Services? 

See All County Letter 21-73 and County Fiscal Letter 
20-21-108.

AGES 21 THROUGH 26?
Use this QR code or  
click here to apply. 
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