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Welcome 

&

Introductions

• Name

• Fatherhood?
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Christopher
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Kevin
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Matthew
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AGREE

OR 

DISAGREE

A Historical Overview and 

Examination of the Values of 
Fatherhood 

Father absence is 
considered by many the 
major social problem in 

our society today.
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Has society ever valued Fathers?

• Colonization
• Slavery
• Reconstruction
• Depression
• Welfare Reform
• Present Day

Did you know?

Children who don’t have a father figure in their lives 
are:

 5 times more likely to be poor
 3 times more likely to fail in school
 2 times more likely experience behavior problems 

at school
 2 times more likely to engage in criminal behavior
 2 times more likely to use and abuse illegal 

drugs/alcohol & tobacco
 4 times more likely to engage in early sexual 

behavior
 3 times more likely to commit suicide

Father-Love Is Different From Mother-Love
(Both are valuable)

Mothers and fathers parent differently, and this difference is a big 
benefit for children.

Fatherhood is just as essential to healthy child development as 
motherhood. 

The professional journal, Review of General Psychology, finds that 
"Evidence suggests that the influence of father love on offspring's 
development is as great as and occasionally greater than the 
influence of mother love.“

Kyle D. Pruett, Fatherneed: Why Father Care is as Essential as Mother Care for Your Child, (New York: The Free Press, 2000), pp. 17-34.
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Reasons Fathers are not Involved

• Poor Self-Esteem 

• Intergenerational Component 

• Social and Psychological Isolation 

• Stress Component

• Trauma

15

BIASES

• We all have them (Acknowledge it!)

• They can have a extremely negative affect
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Fatherhood

Tips of Engagement

Tips on Engagement

 Father-friendly 
environment

 Train professionals to 
support fathers

 Targeted outreach

Reinforce fathers’ 
contributions

Responsive to fathers’ 
needs & interests 

Connections to 
resources
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Tips on Engagement
Communicate with fathers, including 

nonresident 

 Extend a personal invitation to fathers 
provide warm welcome & greet by name

Consider who reaches out, who 
provides services, who participates

 Father to father strategies

 Programming where fathers are not 
outnumbered

Benefits
On average, fathers tend to…

 Be involved more in play 
than caregiving

 Play differently

More physical and 
challenging games

Encourage independence 
and risk taking

Clarke-Stewart, 1978; Crawley & Sherrod, 1984; Kazura, 2000; Kotelchuck, 1976; 
Lamb, 1977; Yeung, Sandberg, Davis-Kean, & Hofferth, 2001

Benefits

 Higher academic 

achievement

 Greater school 

readiness

 Math & verbal
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Barriers

• Ineffective identification and location of 
Father

• Gatekeeping by mothers

• Stereotypes about fathers

• Language /Messaging 

In order to really make significant 
changes, some people need training

• Doctors/Nurses

• Teachers

• Lawyers/Judges

• Child Support

• Social Workers

• Therapists

• Employers

Wrap-Up

Summary
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